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Coach Smith Talks Running Backs
Rutgers running backs coach Kolby Smith was the featured guest speaker at the

October 21st Rutgers Touchdown Club meeting in the SHI Stadium recruiting pavilion.

The first-year coach provided an overview of the season to date along with his

assessment of the current running back situation.

Coach Smith was open and candid as he fielded questions for over 30 minutes from

club members. He did not shy away from some of the tough questions thrown at him

as a result of the turbulent 2019 football season.

He was quick to praise the contributions of his underclassmen running backs who

have stepped up over the past three games including Sophomore Elijah Barnwell

along with Freshmen Kay’Ron Adams and Aaron Young. Commenting further on Young,

Coach Smith said he is a hybrid-type player who possesses great feet and vision along

with the toughness to make him an impact player. “He’s got great versatility. We can

line him up in the backfield, in the slot or put him out as a wide receiver.”

He also spoke highly of Adams who scored his first collegiate touchdown against

Minnesota. “He’s big and fast, a 10.8 100 yard guy in high school, who has a great

feel for the game. We want to get him more in the flow of the game earlier.”

On the status of starting running back Isaih Pacheco, Coach Smith told the group he

continues to do a good job leading the group on and off the field. Pacheco, he said, is

committed to getting better and being a big part of a turnaround for the program.

A star running back for the Louisville Cardinal teams from the mid-2000’s, Coach

Smith will forever be linked to one of the most memorable games in RU football

history – a 28-25 victory over his undefeated and No. 3 ranked team on November 9,

2006. The TD Club members were quick to remind Coach Smith of that game!

As a player at Louisville, Smith led the Cardinals to a 12-1 record in 2006. Sharing the

backfield with Michael Bush, Smith stepped in after an injury to Bush to average more

than five yards a carry, scoring seven touchdowns on a team that went on to an

Orange Bowl victory over Wake Forest, the program’s first BCS win.

After Louisville, Smith moved to the NFL as a fifth round draft pick of the Kansas City

Chiefs in the 2007 NFL Draft. He immediately made an impact in his rookie campaign,

as he filled the void left by the injured Larry Johnson, by rushing for over 400 yards on

112 carries. Smith played in all 16 games in 2007, scoring a pair of touchdowns and

earning AFC Offensive Player of the Week honors after rushing for 150 yards on 31

carries against the Raiders.

Smith finished his NFL career in 2010, spending stints with the Denver Broncos and

the Jacksonville Jaguars. Following his playing days, Smith moved to Arkansas in 2012

to serve as the assistant strength and conditioning coach with the Razorbacks.

He began his coaching career in 2013 as the running backs coach at Western

Kentucky. Smith returned to his alma mater in 2014 where, over the next four

seasons, he lead a running backs unit that established school records in rushing yards

in both 2017 (3,186) and 2016 (3,148). In 2017, the Cardinals ranked No. 15

nationally in rushing with an average of 245.1 yards per game and totaled over 250

yards in seven games.

We thank Coach Smith for taking the time to be with us!
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Do you want to support Rutgers Football? If

your answer is yes, then joining the Rutgers

Touchdown Club is a great way to do that.

For more information go to: 

http://rutgerstdclub.com/membership-info/

Benefits of Being a Member

▪ Membership meetings with the coaches, 

athletic staff, players (food & drink 

provided)

▪ Invitations to members-only special 

events

▪ Discounted away game bus trips

▪ Free tickets to select Rutgers basketball, 

soccer, lacrosse, and wrestling contests

▪ 20% off non-sale apparel at Scarlet 

Fever in New Brunswick 

▪ 10% off at Panico’s Restaurant in New 

Brunswick

▪ Email notifications of club meetings 

dates and special events

RU A 

MEMBER?

http://rutgerstdclub.com/membership-info/


You R Invited: Celebration at the Birthplace - November 6th  

Rutgers University and its neighbor, Princeton, played the first game of intercollegiate

football on November 6, 1869, on a plot of ground where the present-day Rutgers

gymnasium now stands in New Brunswick, N.J. Rutgers won that first game, 6-4.

In honor of this momentous occasion and in appreciation of your support as a

Touchdown Club member, we want YOU to join us with one (1) guest, on Wednesday,

November 6, 2019 at Rutgers University.

Details are as follows:

2:00 pm – 3:00 pm Ringing of the Bells at Old Queens

New Brunswick, NJ, 08901

3:30 pm – 4:30 pm 1st College Football Game Plaque Reveal

130 College Ave, New Brunswick, NJ 08901

6:00 pm – 7:00 pm Cocktail Hour at New Brunswick Performing Arts Center

11 Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick, NJ 08901

7:00 pm – 8:30 pm Taping of “A Celebration at The Birthplace: 150 Years of

College Football”

Touchdown Club members can register for these events by Wednesday, October 30.

For questions, or assistance with registration, please contact R Fund Events by email

@ rfundevents@scarletknights.com or phone 848-932-2292.
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FIRST GAME: NOVEMBER 6, 1869

When Rutgers and Princeton faced off in

the first American football game played on

November 6, 1869, the game looked very

different from what we see today.

The object of the game was to kick the ball

in the opponent’s goal. Players were

allowed to bat the ball with their hands,

feet, heads and sides. Carrying or throwing

the ball was not permitted. There were 10

games played within the whole game,

hence the 6-4 final score. Each time a

team scored a goal, they were awarded a

point and a new game began.

.
*** UPCOMING TD CLUB EVENTS ***

ILLINOIS WATCH PARTY – 3:30 PM KICKOFF, NOVEMBER 2 

Join us at the Rutgers Club, 85 Avenue E, 2nd Floor above Livingston Dining Commons

(Livingston Campus) for this Big Ten game watch. Food & drink specials during the game.

RU FOOTBALL FACIILITIES TOUR – 4:30PM, NOVEMBER 5 

Join Rick Mantz, Director of High School Relations and fellow Touchdown Club members on

an exclusive tour of the new and renovated Rutgers Football facilities.

*** CANCELLED: THE BUS TRIP FOR THE PENN STATE GAME ON NOVEMBER 30 ***

CENTENNIAL GAME: SEPTEMBER 27, 1969

Rutgers blanked Princeton, 29-0 in the

100th anniversary game behind

Quarterback Rich Policastro who

completed 24 passes for 260 yards. After

the final TD, Rutgers was forced to go for a

two-point conversion because fans had

already brought down the goal posts.
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